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This discussion is just beginning. I am glad
that it will also involve other committees of
the Senate, the NATO Observers’ Group and
the House of Representatives. Most impor-
tant, I am glad it will involve the people of
the United States. For the commitment a
larger NATO entails will only be meaningful
if the American people understand and ac-
cept it.

When these three new democracies join
NATO in 1999, as I trust they will, it will be
a victory for us all, Mr. Chairman. And on
that day, we will be standing on the shoul-
ders of many.

We will be thankful to all those who pros-
ecuted the Cold War, to all those on both
sides of the Iron Curtain who believed that
the goal of containment was to bring about
the day when the enlargement of our demo-
cratic community would be possible.

We will be grateful to all those who cham-
pioned the idea of a larger NATO—not just
President Clinton, or President Havel, or
President Walesa, but members of Congress
from both parties who voted for resolutions
urging the admission of these three nations.
We will owe a debt to the Republican mem-
bers who made NATO enlargement part of
their Contract with America.

Today, all of our allies and future allies
are watching you for one simple reason. The
American Constitution is unique in the
power it grants to the legislative branch
over foreign policy, especially over treaties.
In this matter, Mr. Chairman, members of
the Committee, you and the American people
you represent are truly in the driver’s seat.

That is as it should be. In fact, I enjoy
going to Europe and telling our allies: ‘‘This
is what we want to do, but ultimately, it will
be up to our Senate and our people to de-
cide.” I say that with pride because it tells
them something about America’s faith in the
democratic process.

But I have to tell you that I say it with
confidence as well. I believe we will stand to-
gether, Mr. Chairman, when the time comes
for the Senate to decide, because I know that
the policy we ask you to embrace is a policy
that the Administration and Congress
shaped together, and because I am certain
that it advances the fundamental interests
of the United States.

Thank you very much.

—————

CONGRATULATIONS TO KENTUCKY
FORD AND TOYOTA WORKERS

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, I want to
take just a moment today to talk
about some hard working Kentuckians.
Earlier this month marked the close of
the 1997 year for car models. With that
closing came the news that the Toyota
Camry was the best-selling car in the
United States and that Ford’s F-Series
trucks are the number one selling
trucks in the nation for the 16th year
in a row. Also at the top were the Ford
Explorer as the number one sports util-
ity vehicle and the Ranger as the num-
ber one compact pickup.

I'm proud to say that the number one
car, truck and sports utility vehicle all
have ‘“made in Kentucky’ stamped in-
side. The Camry is built in Georgetown
and two of the Ford trucks—the F-250
and the F-350—along with both the
Ranger and the Explorer, are all made
in Louisville. About 80 percent of the
Camrys sold in the nation come from
Kentucky, while the Kentucky-made
Ford trucks account for about 26 per-
cent of the F-Series sales.
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Behind those impressive sales figures
are thousands of hard-working Ken-
tuckians committed to doing the best
job possible.

Their hard work not only put Toyota
and Ford at the top of the charts, but
their local communities and the state
come out winners as well. A strong
company with productive workers is a
boost to the local economy and a suc-
cessful plant is a powerful recruitment
tool for the state.

Mr. President, number one sales
mean a number one production team. I
know I speak for my fellow Kentuck-
ians when I say we’re awfully proud of
all the hard work that put the Toyota
and Ford vehicles at the top.

Keep up the good work and know
that you’ve made all Kentuckians
proud.

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in execution session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————
MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 1:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2169) making ap-
propriations for the Department of
Transportation and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes.

At 2:34 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 901. An act to preserve the sov-
ereignty of the United States over public
lands and acquired lands owned by the
United States, and to preserve State sov-
ereignty and private property rights in non-
Federal lands surrounding those public lands
and acquired lands.

At 6:19 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2607. An act making appropriations
for the government of the District of Colum-
bia and other activities chargeable in whole
or in part against the revenues of said Dis-
trict for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes.
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MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 901. An act to preserve the sov-
ereignty of the United States over public
lands and acquired lands owned by the
United States, and to preserve State sov-
ereignty and private property rights in non-
Federal lands surrounding those public lands
and acquired lands; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
was discharged from further consider-
ation of the following measure which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. 813. A bill to amend chapter 91 of title
18, United States Code to provide criminal
penalties for theft and willful vandalism at
national cemeteries.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following measures were dis-
charged from the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs and ordered placed
on the calendar:

H.R. 1057. An act to designate the building
in Indianapolis, Indiana, which houses the
operations of the Circle City Station Post
Office as the ‘‘Andrew Jacobs, Jr. Post Office
Building.”

H.R. 1058. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service under
construction at 150 West Margaret Drive in
Terre Haute, Indiana, as the ‘“John T. Myers
Post Office Building.”’

The following measure was read the
first and second times by unanimous
consent and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 2607. An act making appropriations
for the government of the District of Colum-
bia and other activities chargeable in whole
or in part against the revenues of said Dis-
trict for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE

The following report of committee
was submitted:

By Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee on
Appropriations:

Special Report entitled ‘“‘Further Revised
Allocation To Subcommittees of Budget To-
tals from the Concurrent Resolution for Fis-
cal Year 1998’ (Rept. No. 105-104).

By Mr. ROTH, from the Committee on Fi-
nance, without amendment:

S. 1278. An original bill to extend pref-
erential treatment to certain products im-
ported from Caribbean Basin countries
(Rept. No. 105-105).

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 660. A bill to provide for the continu-
ation of higher education through the con-
veyance of certain public lands in the State
of Alaska to the University of Alaska, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 105-106).

By Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee
on Government Affairs, with amendments
and an amendment to the title:

S. 207. A bill to review, reform, and termi-
nate unnecessary and inequitable Federal
subsidies (Rept. No. 105-107).

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute:
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